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Nigerian Red Cross elects new national president
As the NRCS rose from her Annual General Meeting, in Owerri, the Society elected thirteen new governing board members with Elder Bolaji Anani Akpan from South-South as the new national president.  Other members of the governing board include: National vice President, Abubakar Kende-North-West, National Treasurer-South-West, National Finance and Planning Adviser, Adabson Tanimu S. Panda-North-Central, National DM Adviser, Alhaji Adamu Babale-North-Central, National Legal Adviser, Bashiru Mohammed Salihu-North-East, National Health Adviser, Mr. Franklin Orji-South-East, National Training Adviser, Zubair M. Umar-North-East, National Branch Relations Adviser, Albinuomo Akin-South West, National Youth Adviser, Ibrahim Binta Mohammed-North-Central, National Information Adviser, Dike A. Uche-South-South, and National Fund Raising Adviser, Nworie Emmanuel-South-East.
NRCS renews commitment to humanity

The Nigerian Red Cross Society (NRCS) has renewed her commitment to humanity and pledged to double her effort in providing succour to people affected by both human and nature induced disasters in Nigeria. The newly elected national President of the foremost humanitarian organization, Mr. Bolaji Akpan Anani, who was elected during the Society’s Annual General Meeting in Owerri, made this pledge. “Today, the humanitarian need in Nigerian is on the high increase due to insurgence in the north-east, communal clashes and other nature induced disasters; therefore in keeping with our mandate, we will step up response to humanitarian needs in 2015” Akpan said The Secretary General of the Society, Bello Hamman Diram informed that though there are humanitarian needs everywhere in the country, the Nigerian Red Cross Society is targeting the affected communities in the North-East. “ Our focus is on people affected by insurgence, we have planned and executed several projects but these are not enough as the needs are very enormous; thus we have launched an appeal to enable us do more” said Diram
Governance meet management staff
The governing board members of the Nigerian Red Cross Society recently held inaugural meeting with the management staff of the Society at the national headquarters in Abuja. Both board members and the management staff reiterated their commitment to take the Society further, make it stronger and self sustaining. The national President, Elder Bolaji Akpan Anani, remarked that the National Society has all the potential and capacity it needs to achieve all it set out to achieve and assured that his tenure will carry everyone along to reach the target destination together.
Nigerian Red Cross Society trains EFAT trainers
The Nigerian Red Cross Society recently organized refresher training for forty (40) Emergency First Aid Teams (EFAT) trainers/leaders drawn from twenty Branches across the National Society. The training which was held simultaneously in the North, Nasarawa Branch and in the South, Oyo Branch, lasted for three days. The Secretary General of the NS, Bello Hamman Diram, explained that “the training was organized to update the skills of the EFAT members to be in touch with the Movement’s dynamic first aid” “I am better positioned now having acquired updated and new skills as an EFAT member to administer first aid more efficiently and effectively” said one of the participants, Ibe Ikedinachi, Imo Branch DMC. Also sharing his experience in the EFAT TOT, Murtala Muhammed Gidado, Katsina DMC, said “my capacity to respond has been greatly enhanced and this will impact positively on our volunteers as I do the step down soonest”
2015 general election: NRCS holds contingency planning workshop
The Nigerian Red Cross Society in conjunction with International Federation of Red Cross and crescent Societies (IFRC) and International Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) organized a three day election contingency planning workshop for some Branches of the National Society in preparation for the forth-coming 2015 general elections. Speaking during the opening ceremony, the Secretary General, Bello Hamman Diram, reiterated the NS resolution not to compromise the security of the volunteers who he described as the “backbone without which there will be no Nigerian Red Cross Society”. The workshop facilitator, Lucia Lasso, a Disaster Management Delegate, Africa zone said that the workshop is very important to make NS response easier and faster. “If you know what to do ahead of time you respond faster and more efficiently” Lucia said. Baba Gana Isa is a participant from one of the hot seats of insurgency, Borno; he informed that “the workshop was very relevant not only for election preparedness but also other emergency situations”. With the knowledge I have acquired during the workshop, we are definitely going to be more creative in planning for response at all times.
Complex Emergency: NRCS conducts assessment in North-East

The Nigerian Red Cross Society (NRCS) has conducted an assessment in the North-East including Adamawa, Borno and Yobe. The assessment which was conducted using the ODK-V was to ascertain the current needs of the internally displaced persons (IDPs) both in organized camps and host communities. 

This is one of the many tools that the NRCS is using to ameliorate the plight of the affected persons for who an emergency appeal was launched late last year with the support of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC).

Areas targeted by the assessment included but not limited to disaster risk reduction, health care and psychosocial support.

PINE partners NRCS
The federal government through the Presidential Initiative on the North East, PINE, has partnered the Nigerian Red Cross Society in distributing 146, 000 (10kg) bags of rice to 73, 000 households in selected host communities in Adamawa, Borno, and Yobe states. The NRCS played important part in the determination of exact location of distribution point and interaction with local stakeholders as well registration and verification of IDP beneficiaries in the locations.

